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The 5th Jugendfestival of the German Deaf Youth Association (Deutschen Gehörlosen 
Jugend e.V.) – Press release January 2022  

 

This year the time has finally come - the Jugendfestival of the German Deaf Youth Association 
is having its 5th edition! 

The festival, which will take place on 1st and ndOctober 2022, is unique in its form and 
orientation in the German cultural landscape. It offers a sign language platform for deaf 
people and other sign language oriented people, and contributes significantly to raising 
awareness and exchange in a linguistically accessible environment.   

A total of 22 people have come together to organise the 5th Jugendfestival, the management 
team consists of the organisers Rebecca Richert, Nils Rohwedder, Mareicke Waßmann and 
Melina Wischlitzki.   

Due to the pandemic, the planning meetings had to be adjusted accordingly - the entire 
preparation is going according to plan to our satisfaction even under these conditions. 
Autumn 2022 promises an outstanding cultural programme; one week before JF5, the ViFest! 
takes place in Berlin - both organisers have entered into a cooperation and accordingly to that, 
the cooperation ticket sales started in February.   

To our great delight, Aktion Mensch approved the funding application and further planning is 
now in full swing! We would also like to thank the numerous sponsors and donors who support 
the festival!  

This year's venue is the Hanseatic city of Hamburg, a formative city in the history of the deaf 
movement. The CCH, the Congress Center Hamburg, was secured as the venue - modern and 
multifunctional with a deaf space oriented foyer, centrally located and with many good 
connections.   



The motto of the 5th Jugendfestival also reflects the maritime character of the venue. "Full 
speed ahead" is the motto - a shipping command symbolic for the festival and the target 
group: deaf children and young people as a linguistic and cultural minority should be 
strengthened in their knowledge and their right to education and information in sign language 
and, as the generation of tomorrow, be able to go further into the future with empowerment! 
Numerous lectures and workshops as well as performances, artists and other cultural workers 
await the visitors.   

Especially against the backdrop of the pandemic and the already long-lasting reduced social 
contacts and exchange possibilities, the Jugendfestival is of great importance for us as a safe 
space for the target group to come together. We have made it this far as a community and 
with JF5 we would like to thank the children and young people for their perseverance and the 
obstacles they have experienced in the course of the Corona crisis.   

We therefore also welcome the cooperation with ViFest, hosted by Jubel3 in Berlin, it will take 
place one week before the Jugendfestival, visiting both events should be possible for as many 
people as possible. Ticket sales for both cooperation tickets and individual tickets will start in 
the coming weeks.   

As before, we continue to welcome support in the form of donations, so that we can make 
the 5th Jugendfestival even richer, more colourful and more beautiful!  

We wish you all a successful and healthy 2022 and hope to welcome many visitors to 
Hamburg!   

 

 

Tanja Rüger on behalf of the German Deaf Youth Association 

  

 


